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SYNOPSIS 
Prologue 

The goddesses of Nature, Eternity, and Destiny celebrate the humans who have 
ascended to immortality, including Calisto. 

 

Act I 

Giove, god of gods, returns to Earth, accompanied by trusted Mercurio, to fix the 
natural world that has been ravaged by humans. They see the nymph Calisto, a 
mortal huntress and follower of the virgin goddess Diana, desperately seeking 
water in the charred forest. 

Giove attempts to seduce Calisto, who resists his advances and proclaims her 
desire to remain a virgin forever. Giove then decides to transform himself into 
Diana to pursue Calisto. When Calisto returns to find her goddess, she enthusias-
tically runs off for a moment alone with her new lover. 

The mortal Endimione pines for Diana, who secretly feels the same. Meeting in 
the newly restored woods, they hint at their feelings, causing Diana’s chief warrior
-nymph Linfea to chase Endimione away. Calisto finds the real Diana and seeks 
to rekindle their flame, revealing how she broke her vow of chastity. Diana harsh-
ly rejects Calisto. 

Left alone, Linfea ponders the complex, confusing nature of love and reveals her 
insatiable libido. Satirino appears and attempts to seduce Linfea, who is repulsed 
by these advances. 

The woodland god Pane, who has also been rejected by Diana, broken-heartedly 
wanders the forest. Satirino and sidekick Sylvano attempt to cheer up the dejected 
god as night falls over the forest. 

 

Act II 

As night falls over the forest, Endimione falls asleep under the moon, dreaming 
of Diana. The goddess approaches the sleeping Endimione and cannot pull her-
self away. Upon awakening, Endimione and Diana learn of their mutual attrac-
tion. Having spied on the star-crossed lovers, Satirino swears to tell Pane of Di-
ana's unchaste love. 

Giunone, the wife of Giove, discovers her husband’s infidelity. Having come 
down to Earth, she meets Calisto, who wanders lost and dejected. Giunone im-
mediately understands the situation. When Giove appears again as Diana, the 
young nymph reconnects with her lover. Giunone, though fuming, feigns igno-
rance and questions “Diana” and Mercurio. 

Endimione also mistakes “Diana” for her beloved and embraces the “virgin god-
dess.” Satirino leads Pane and Sylvano to the scene, where they capture Endimi-
one. Satirino then spies the lustful Linfea and attempts to take her by force, to no 
avail. 

At the command of the outraged Giunone, the furies torment Calisto, turning the 
innocent nymph into a bear. Meanwhile, Pane continues to torment Endimione 
but is rescued by the real Diana. She openly admits her love for Endimione at last. 

In the end, Calisto’s fate is divinely sealed, and she ascends to the eternal firma-
ment, becoming a constellation of stars in the night sky. 

 

 

~ There will be one 15 minute Intermission ~ 
 

 

Used by arrangement with European American Music Distributors Company, U.S. and Cana-
dian agent for Faber Music Ltd., London, publisher and copyright owner. 



 

 

Chorus of Furies, Satyrs, and Heavenly Spirits: 
Sydney Cornett, Caroline Duers, Kayla Sconiers, Kayla Stein, 

Max Flores, Simon Lea, Jack Merson, Leif Pedersen 
 

 
Content Advisory: This production contains theatrical haze, nightclub /rave lighting effects, 

and depictions of smoking and alcohol use.  

February 16, 7:30 PM 

February 22, 7:30 PM 

 

Emma Unkrich............................. 

McKenzie Garey.......................... 

Catherine Creed............................ 

Jazmine Saunders............................. 

Anna Thompson.............................. 

Bergen Price................................. 

Rachel Singh..................................... 

Cailin Jordan.................................... 

Ori Marcu........................................... 

Jacob Hunter.................................. 

Jason Rober....................................... 

Harrison Caplin............................... 

Anneliese Wolfanger..................... 

Lauren Case....................................... 

February 17, 7:30 PM 

February 23, 7:30 PM 

 

.............................Emma Unkrich 

..........................McKenzie Garey 

............................Catherine Creed 

.......................................Elise Noyes 

................................Dominie Boutin 

..........................Veronica Siebert 

...............................Hannah Moreno 

..................................Cassie Zinkan 

.................................Meg Brilleslyper 

.........................Samuel Robertson 

............................S Joshua Sheppard 

..................................Murphy Meyn 

.......................Anna Louise Martin 

.......................................Lauren Case 

CAST 

La Natura 

L'Eternità  

Il Destino 

Calisto 

Diana 

Endimione 

Linfea 

Satirino 

Pane 

Mercurio 

Giove 

Sylvano 

Giunone 

Echo 

ORCHESTRA ENSEMBLE 
Wilson Southerland, Conductor 

Violin 

Jenny Choi 

Artur Korotin 

 

Harpsichord 

Wilson Southerland 

 

Organ 

Guhan Peng 

Viola 

Adrian Jackson 

Sophia Moreira 

 

Double Bass 

Carlton Huff 

 

 

 

Cello 

Patrick Baek 

 

Harp 

Sunshine Quan 

 

Guitar 

Brian Dooley 



 

 

ARTISTIC TEAM 

 

 

Graduate Opera Assistants, Pianists 

Ava Linvog, Cynthia Chun Hsin Liu, Guhan Peng 

 
 
 

La Calisto was first performed in 1651 in Venice, making it one of the first operas 
composed in history. Inspired by Ovid’s Metamorphoses, Giove, king of the gods, 
transforms himself into the virgin goddess Diana to seduce one of her huntress fol-
lowers, Calisto. Simultaneously, Diana falls in love with the peasant shepherd Endimi-
one. The opera dives deep into matters of gender and power, sex and consent, revenge 
and justice, mortality and morality. 

Reinterpreted through a queer, feminist lens, this production modernizes the mytholo-
gy and contemporizes the Baroque opera so that it more deeply resonates in the twen-
ty-first century. A nightclub, rave environment lends itself to this production as a place 
where sensual desires, illicit secrets, and primal behavior abound. 

Sexual empowerment and female pleasure are central parts of this story. This staging 
recenters female sexuality. Seen through Calisto’s eyes, the titular character’s sexual 
awakening is with “Giove as Diana,” embodied and sung by Diana herself, allowing 
Calisto to have an intimate experience with the woman she loves. Furthermore, having 
Endimione present as feminine affirms Diana’s own sexuality. Queer love between 
women is at the heart of this show. I am proud to be a part of expanding a kind of 
representation that is rarely seen in opera.  

—Madeleine Snow, director 

 

Scenic Designer 

Charles Murdock Lucas 

 

Lighting Designer & 

Photography 

Nic Minetor 

 

Artistic Director 
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Assistant Director 

James Kenon Mitchell 

 

Stage Director 

Madeleine Snow 

 

Costume Designer 

Nicole LaClair 

 

Wig Designer 

Renee Proulx 
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Shelbie Colombo  
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Technical Director 
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Production Stage Manager 

Josh Lau 

 

Hair & Makeup 

Nicole LaClair 

Renee Proulx 

 

Costume Construction 

Leah Camilleri 

Claudette Hercules 

Nicole LaClair 

Danielle Suhr  

 

 

DIRECTOR’S NOTES 



 

 

 

 
 

 

The Friends of Eastman Opera gratefully recognizes and deeply appreciates 
the generosity of the following donors whose contributions benefit students, 
programs and productions of the Eastman Voice, Opera and Vocal Coaching 
Department. This listing includes gifts received and recorded for the past 
eighteen months, i.e., between October 1, 2020 and September 30, 2021.  

Luminary $1,000 and above 
Dr. Jody C. Asbury `94W (EdD) and 
Dr. Robert F. Asbury `79M (Flw) 
Dr. Gloria J. Baciewicz `74, `82M (Res) 
Stephanie C. Cooper-Clarke 
Warren Crandell 
Ronald F. Dow and Susan W. Dow 
Peter T. Elliott 
Dr. Donna Brink Fox 
Ruth Freeman 
Dr. Winston E. Gaum and Gail H. Gaum 
Marjorie F. Grinols  
Suzanne Gouvernet 
Rose-Marie B. Klipstein 
Christine Long `92M (MPH) and  
Dr. Udo Fehn 
Art Maurer  
Christine R. McAvoy P`18E and  
William M. McAvoy P`18E 
Daniel M. Meyers 
John S. Muenter 
David and Marjorie Perlman  
The Plimpton Herbert Long Family    
Dr. Keith S. Reas `84E (DMA) and  
Dr. Tomás C. Hernández 
Jon L. Schumacher and Katherine T. 
Schumacher 
Harvey D. Simmons `62S (MS) 
Leonard S. Simon and Elaine Simon 
Paul O. Stuart `92E (MM) and Karin 
M. Stuart 
John C. Williams and Chuck Lundeen* 
 
Benefactor  $600 - $999 
Joseph W. Blackburn `71E and  
Eileen E. Buholtz `73E  
Jacqueline A. Germanow and  
Andrew C. Germanow 
Rob W. Goodling `80E 
Dr. Joseph G. Kelly 
Dr. Philip S. Nash `73 
Elise Rosenfeld `60W, P`92 
Suzanne B. Seipel and Donald Seipel 
Suzanne M. Spencer 
Dr. A. Louise Trucks `92E (PhD) and 
Dr. H. Kenneth Cohen `74 (PhD) 

Dr. Kristen E. Willmott `13W (PhD) 
and Benjamin Willmott 
Craig J. Zicari and Anne C. Coon 
 
Patron  $300 - $599 
Carol Crocca and Bill Crocca 
Dan Davies and Janet R. Davies 
Dr. Giuseppe Erba and  
Robert Mark Pierzynski 
George W. Hamlin IV P`00E and Mary 
Hamlin P`00E 
Dr. Ronald W. Hansen 
Lawrence S. Iwan and Elizabeth B. Iwan 
Joan Lehman and Michael Lehman 
Jaime G. Magana `86 
Dr. Robert H. McIver and Karen McIver 
Paul E. Petersen 
Dr. Jamal J. Rossi `87E (DMA) and 
Pamela F. Rossi 
Gary P. VanGraafeiland and  
Marie VanGraafeiland 
Kay Wallace `83W (MSE) and  
Peter Oddleifson* 
Jean G. Whitney ̀ 65W (MA), ̀ 75W (EdM)* 
 
Sponsor  $150—$299 
Asish R. Basu and Susan Basu 
Dr. Laurel H. Carney and David Cameron 
Robert M. Chapman and  
Susan E. Chapman 
Dr. Douglas Cline P`05 and  
Lorraine Van Meter-Cline 
Stephen H. Crowley and Pamela Norton 
Margaret Dundas and Peter Dundas 
Dean W. Ekberg `87E (MM) and  
Judith Ekberg 
Cathy L. Flowers 
Christine Doran 
Jane S. Gorsline `63W 
Brenda Grosswirth `79E (MM), `93W 
(MS) and Raymond A. Grosswirth 
Barbara Guhde and Robert Guhde 
Roberta H. Ierardi 
Dr. Robert S. Knox `58 (PhD) and 
Myrta B. Knox `54E (MM) 
Laurence J. Kovalsky `75, P`08, P`10 
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and Paulina D. Kovalsky 
Dr. Leo R. Landhuis and  
Charlotte K. Landhuis 
David A. Leidig ̀ 50, P`81, P`82, P`85, P`87 
John W. May and Maureen S. May 
Sanford Miller and Jill Miller 
Paul F. Morgan and Helga B. Morgan 
Jan Opalach and Katharine L. Edmonds 
Bliss E. Owen 
Gregory H. Partridge `80 and  
Dr. Douglas Potter 
The Honorable Richard D. Rosenbloom P̀ 91, 
P̀ 95 and Beatrice M. Rosenbloom P̀ 91, P̀ 95 
John B. Rumsey 
Mark A. Smith 
Helga Strasser 
Professor Robert W. Swensen P`15E and 
Professor Kathryn C. Cowdrick P`15E 
Joan D. Van Ness and Paul Van Ness 
Catharine J. Wise 
Rowena Zemel `59 
 
Friend  $75 - $149 
Dr. E. David Appelbaum `59 and  
Barbara G. Appelbaum 
Edwin A. Austin 
Angela Bonazinga and Catherine Lewis 
Marcia L. Elwitt 
Dr. Charles E. Heckler `81 (MS), `86 
(MA), `89 (PhD), P`07 and Rick Runyan 
Lane Hemaspaandra and Edith 
Hemaspaandra 
Sarah C. Jones and James D. Aldrich-Moodie 
Dr. Martin W. Korn `66M (Res), P`88 
and Phyllis S. Korn 
Dr. John P. Leddy and Alice E. Leddy 
Stephen G. Mascilo 
Dr. Russell Miller 
Ilene Montana 
Trevor Pinker 
Dr. Gloria L. Pleger `65 (MS), `70 (PhD) 
and Karl F. Pleger 
Mary M. Rapp `71, `79W (MA) and  
Dr. Howard Kirschenbaum 
Richard O. Reisem 
Richard W. Schaeffer and  
Marcella Klein 
Sonja C. Shelton 
 
Associate up to $75 
Anonymous 
Dr. Agneta D. Borgstedt `61M (Res) 
Judith V. Boyd 

John Casella 
Karen L. Findling 
J. Perry Howland and  
Dorothy M. Howland 
Christopher J. Husson `70 (MS) and 
Ruth A. Unzicker 
Margaret Lausin `72 
Dr. Arnold H. Matlin `71M (Res) and 
Dr. Margaret W. Matlin 
Michael C. Stern `76S (MS) and  
Donna F. Stern 
Bernard Winterman and Carol S. Winterman 

 

*Deceased 
 
 

Memorials 
In Memory of Mr. Terrance M. Carney 

Harvey D. Simmons `62S (MS) 
Dr. Laurel H. Carney and  

David Cameron 
 

In Memory of Mr. Daniel G. Harvey 
Peter T. Elliott 

 
In Memory of Mr. Chuck Lundeen and  

In Honor of John Williams  
Daniel M. Meyers     

 
In Memory of Mrs. Jean Grant Whitney 

Joseph W. Blackburn `71E and  
Eileen E. Buholtz `73E 

Karen L. Findling 
 

In Memory of Ms. Betty Strasenburgh 
Daniel M. Meyers     

 
 

Tributes 
In Honor of Mr. Stephen Carr  

Bliss E. Owen 
 

In Honor of Ms. Rose-Marie B. Klipstein, 
Prof. Carol S. Webber 

Christine R. McAvoy P`18E and  
William M. McAvoy P`18E 

 
In Honor of Stella Dyer Long,  

Choctaw StoryTeller, and mother of  
Timothy George Long, Music Director,  

Eastman Opera Theater 
The Plimpton Herbert Long Family 
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Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of this list, occasion-
al errors and omissions may occur. The ‘Honor Roll’ name formats are 
consistent with the listing guidelines by the University of Rochester Ad-
vancement Office. FEO and UR would be happy to accommodate indi-
vidual preferences. Please contact the Friends of Eastman Opera at 
feo1995@gmail.com with any changes or corrections. Thank you. 

The Eastman School of Music gratefully acknowledges the Friends of 
Eastman Opera for partnering with the school to provide super-titles for 
the stage of Eastman Opera Theatre, state-of-the-art recording equipment 
for the opera department, and sponsoring master classes.  

 
 

Thank you for your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

See first hand the impact your gift makes! 
 
Attend Virtually: Eastman Opera performances, special events, and the 
Annual Voice Competition are viewable at Eastman LIVEStream located 
at https://www.esm.rochester.edu/live  
 
Meet our rising stars and world-renowned faculty. 
 
Read the latest Eastman Opera news in FEO’s semi-annual newsletter. 
If you are not yet a Friend of Eastman Opera and wish to be one to re-
ceive notice of special Eastman Opera events, e.g. master classes, student 
recitals, etc., please e-mail your contact information to 
feo1995@gmail.com.  
 
For more information, please check the Eastman School of Music website at 
http://www.esm.rochester.edu.  
 
If you would like to register to receive e-mail notification of Eastman events, 
please go to http://www.esm.rochester.edu/concerts/mailing.php.  
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Friday, February 18, 2022 at 8:00 PM 
Friends of Eastman Opera Voice Competition 

Kilbourn Hall 
Free admission 

 
 

April 7, 8, 9, 2022 at 7:30 PM | April 10 at 2:00 PM 
INTO THE WOODS 

Kodak Hall at Eastman Theatre 
 
 

April 30 | May 1, 2022 
L’AMANT ANONYME 

Annex Room 804 

Fire Exits are located to the left and right sides of 
the stage. In the event of an emergency, you will be 
notified by the stage manager. If notified, please 
move in a calm and orderly fashion to the nearest 
exit.  

Please note: The use of unauthorized photographic 
and recording equipment during the performance is 
not allowed. We reserve the right to ask any viola-
tors to leave the performance.  

Restrooms are located to the audience’s right 
(past the Orchestra), outside the Scene Shop, 
and adjacent to the water fountains in the ware-
house’s hallway. Our ushers will be happy to 
direct you to them.  

Supporting the Eastman School of Music: 

For Information on Eastman’s Centennial 
events and campaign, please visit  

www.esm.rochester.edu/100  

Information about upcoming Eastman concerts and events can be found at: 
www.rochester.edu/Eastman/calendar 

 www.facebook.com/ConcertsAtEastman 

The Voice, Opera, and Vocal Coaching Department acknowledge that the East-
man School of Music and the University of Rochester are located on Indigenous 

Lands of the Onondowaga (Seneca) Nation and recognize the Indigenous peoples 
who have lived and continue to live here. In so doing, we acknowledge the sovereignty 
of the Onondowaga Nation, part of the Haudenosaunee Confederacy, and their long-
standing presence on this land, which precedes the establishment of this University, 

New York State, and the United States of America. 

UPCOMING OPERA EVENTS AT EASTMAN 

TICKETS 
ONLINE: www.EastmanTheatre.org 

PHONE: (585) 274-3000 
IN PERSON: 433 East Main Street, 

                        Rochester, NY 14604 


